But all this is a surgical and not a medical proceeding. The surgeon should be present and should be prepared to proceed to operation if it fails. Mr. Tubby also was of opinion that the frequent recurrence of intussusception after irrigation or inflation was due to the fact that the condition was not entirely relieved however much it might appear to be so to the hand placed on the abdomen, and in this view he was supported by the great difficulty which was sometimes experienced, even during an abdominal section in completely reducing the last inch or so of the intussusception. He was of opinion that in all but possibly the earliest cases, that is, those of a very few hours' duration, the patient stood a much better chance if abdominal section were performed at once.
